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63d  Congress,  )  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  j  Document 
*2d  Session.  j  (  No.  844. 


SARASOTA  BAY,  FLA.,  INCLUDING  LITTLE  SARASOTA 

BAY  AND  BIG  SARASOTA  PASS. 


LETTER 


FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

TRANSMITTING, 

WITH  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  REPORTS  ON 
PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  AND  SURVEY  OF  SARASOTA  BAY, 
FLA.,  INCLUDING  LITTLE  SARASOTA  BAY  AND  BIG  SARASOTA 
PASS. 


March  21,  1914. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  and  ordered  to  be 

printed,  with  illustration. 


War  Department, 
Washington ,  March  19,  1914. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Chief 
of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  dated  18th  instant,  together  with 
copies  of  reports  from  Maj.  J.  R.  Slattery,  Corps  of  Engineers,  dated 
December  17,  1912,  and  November  13,  1913,  with  map,  on  preliminary 
examination  and  survey,  respectively,  of  Sarasota  Bay,  Fla.,  including 
Little  Sarasota  Bay  and  Big  Sarasota  Pass,  made  by  him  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  July  25, 
1912;  also  supplemental  report  of  survev,  dated  January  29,  1914,  by 
Maj.  W.  B.  La  due,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Yen  respectfully, 

Lindley  M.  Garrison, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  March  18,  191  If. 

From:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

To:  The  Secretary  of  War. 

Subject:  Preliminary  examination  and  survey  of  Sarasota  Bay, 
Fla.,  including  little  Sarasota  Bay  and  Big  Sarasota  Pass. 

1.  There  are  submitted  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Congress,  re- 

Eorts  dated  December  17,  1912,  and  November  13,  1913,  with  map, 
y  Maj.  J.  R.  Slattery,  Corps  of  Engineers,  on  preliminary  examina¬ 
tion  and  survey,  respectively,  of  Sarasota  Bay,  Fla.,  including  Little 
Sarasota  Bay  and  Big  Sarasota  Pass,  authorized  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  approved  July  25,  1912,  and  supplemental  report  of  sur¬ 
vey,  dated  January  29,  1914,  by  Maj.  W.  B.  Ladue,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

2.  These  waterways  are  on  the  west  coast  of  Florida  and  extend 
southward  a  distance  of  about  38  miles  from  Tampa  Bay.  The  exist¬ 
ing  project  for  improvement  of  Sarasota  Bay  provides  for  a  channel 
5  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota,  and  3 
feet  deep  and  75  feet  wide  from  Sarasota  to  Venice.  Sarasota  Pass 
is  a  break  in  the  keys  bordering  the  coast,  nearly  opposite  the  town 
of  Sarasota.  The  district  officer  states  that  interested  parties  desire 
the  following  improvements:  (1)  That  the  channels  dredged  through 
Longboat  Cut  and  Longbar  Cut  be  abandoned  and  that  the  natural 
channel  from  Cortez  toward  Longboat  Inlet  be  continued  southeast¬ 
ward  between  Long  Key  and  Otter  Island  (also  called  Sister  Key),  to 
the  natural  deep  water  west  of  Longbar  Cut;  (2)  that  the  depth  of 
the  channel  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  be  increased  to  8  feet;  and 
(3)  that  a  channel  20  feet  in  depth  be  provided  from  deep  water  in 
the  Gulf  through  Sarasota  Pass  to  the  wharves  at  Sarasota.  The 
district  officer  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufficient  commerce  to 
warrant  undertaking  the  improvement  of  the  pass,  but  he  believes 
the  locality  to  be  worthy  of  improvement  to  the  extent  of  providing 
an  8-foot  channel  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota,  by  way 
of  Longboat  and  Longbar  Cuts,  and  of  providing  a  3-foot  channel  75 
feet  wide  in  Little  Sarasota  Bay  from  Caseys  Pass  through  Roberts 
Bay  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of 
$90,000.  The  increased  cost  of  constructing  a  channel  near  Long 
Key,  $26,000,  is  not  considered  warranted  by  the  commerce  involved, 
but  he  recommends  that  this  location  be  authorized  in  lieu  of  the 
one  by  way  of  Longboat  and  Longbar  Cuts,  provided  the  sum  of 
$26,000  be  contributed  toward  the  cost  of  the  improvement  by  local 
interests.  The  division  engineer  recommends  that  the  channel  de- 
sired  by  local  interests  be  adopted  without  the  suggested  conditions 
regarding  cooperation. 

3.  These  reports  have  been  referred,  as  required  by  law,  to  the 
Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  attention  is  invited 
to  its  report  herewith,  dated  March  10,  1914.  The  board  states  that 
since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  for  a  channel  to  connect 
Sarasota  with  deep  water  in  Tampa  Bay,  there  has  been  an  important 
development  of  agricultural  interests  on  Long  Key.  Wharves  and 
landings  have  been  built,  and  the  boat  line  engaged  in  traffic  between 
Tampa  and  Sarasota  finds  it  necessary  to  stop  at  these  landings, 
which  are  not  on  the  existing  route.  The  board  is  of  opinion  that 


SARASOTA  BAY,  FLA. 


3 


any  further  expenditures  at  this  locality  should  be  applied  to  the 
Long  Key  route,  and  it  recommends  the  provision  of  a  channel  in 
Sarasota  Bay  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  100  feet  wide,  by  the 
Long  Key  route,  at  an  estimated  first  cost  of  $92,000  and  $3,000 
annually  for  maintenance.  The  board  concurs  with  the  unfavorable 
views  of  the  district  officer  and  the  division  engineer  regarding  the 
improvement  of  Sarasota  Pass  and  is  further  of  the  opinion  that  it 
is  not  advisable  to  undertake  the  improvement  of  Little  Sarasota  Bay 
to  a  greater  extent  than  is  authorized  by  the  existing  project. 

4.  After  due  consideration  of  the  above-mentioned  reports,  I  con¬ 
cur  with  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Kivers  and  Harbors 
as  expressed  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  The  full  amount  required 
for  the  recommended  improvement  of  Sarasota  Bay,  $92,000,  should 
be  provided  in  one  appropriation. 

Dan  C.  Kingman, 

Chief  of  Engineers ,  United  States  Army. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS 

ON  SURVEY. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 

March  10,  1914- 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

1.  This  is  a  report  of  preliminary  examination  and  survey  of 
Sarasota  Bay,  Fla.,  including  Little  Sarasota  Bay  and  Big  Sarasota 
Pass.  This  waterway  is  along  the  west  coast  of  Florida,  between  the 
mainland  and  the  keys,  and  extends  south  from  Tampa  Bay  for  a 
distance  of  about  38  miles.  It  has  been  under  improvement  for  a 
number  of  years,  the  present  project  providing  for  a  channel  100  feet 
wide  and  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota, 
and  75  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  thence  to  Venice.  This  project  has 
practically  been  completed.  The  channel  through  Sarasota  Bay  is 
generally  along  the  line  of  deepest  water  near  the  center  of  the  bay. 
Those  interested  desire  that  this  channel  be  abandoned  and  that  a 
cut  8  feet  deep  be  made  to  the  west,  skirting  Long  Key,  where  some 
business  is  developing,  so  as  to  provide  for  boats  drawing  5  to  5? 
feet  at  all  stages.  It  has  been  found  from  experience  that  owing  to 
the  action  of  the  winds  the  water  surface  is  not  infrequently  depressed 
about  2  feet. 

2.  Sarasota  Pass  is  a  break  in  the  keys,  nearly  opposite  the  town 
of  Sarasota.  The  natural  depth  in  the  pass  is  from  7  to  24  feet,  but 
the  bay  is  shallow  inside.  The  improvement  desired  is  a  channel  20 
feet  deep  through  the  pass  and  bay  to  the  wharves  at  Sarasota. 
The  improvement  proposed  in  Little  Sarasota  Bay  is  an  extension  of 
the  channel  at  the  southern  end  to  the  railroad  crossing  in  Curry 
Creek. 

3.  The  commerce  of  the  locality  as  given  by  local  interests  in 
connection  with  the  report  on  preliminary  examination  amounts  to 
251,467  tons.  Believing  that  these  figures  were  in  error,  the  board 
requested  that  an  investigation  be  made.  This  was  done,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  water-borne  tonnage  in  1912  amounted  to  24,365 
tons. 
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4.  In  his  report  on  preliminary  examination  the  district  officer 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  improvement  of  Sarasota  Pass  was 
not  advisable,  as  there  was  insufficient  commerce,  present  and  pros¬ 
pective,  to  justify  the  work.  He  recommended  a  survey  looking 
toward  improvement  of  the  Sarasota  Bay  Channel  and  of  the  south¬ 
ern  end  of  the  Little  Sarasota  Bav  Channel,  in  which  the  division 
engineer  concurred. 

5.  From  the  information  furnished,  the  board  was  not  convinced 
of  the  advisability  of  any  additional  work  at  this  locality,  and  inter¬ 
ested  parties  were  so  advised  and  given  an  opportunity  of  presenting 
their  views.  Several  communications 1  were  received  and  given 
consideration.  In  addition  to  the  information  thus  made  available 
the  board,  through  a  committee  of  its  members,  held  a  public  hearing 
at  Sarasota  on  April  12,  1913,  and  made  an  inspection  of  the  water¬ 
way  from  Sarasota  to  Tampa  Bay  on  the  same  day.  This  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  board  led  to  the  recommendation  for  a  survey  from 
Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota,  both  by  the  present  channel  route  and  by 
the  one  to  the  west  now  desired  by  interested  parties.  Subsequently 
at  the  request  of  the  board  consideration  was  given  by  the  district 
officer  to  the  intermediate  routes  shown  on  the  map  as  A-B  and 
A-C,  and  estimates  prepared  therefor. 

6.  Estimates  are  now  available  as  follows: 

Sarasota  Bay. 


Depth. 

Width. 

Present 

route. 

Long  Key 
route. 

Line  A-B. 

Line 

A-C. 

Feet. 

7 

8 

Feet. 

100 

100 

38,000 

86,000 

92,000 

112,000 

69, 700 
104, 000 

63, 100 
96,000 

Maintenance  is  placed  at  $3,000  per  annum  for  any  of  these  routes. 

Little  Sarasota  Bay. — Channel  3  feet  deep  and  75  feet  wide  from  Caseys  Pass  up 
Roberts  Bay  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad,  $4,000. 

No  special  estimate  for  maintenance  of  this  channel  is  given,  as  it 
would  be  nominal  and  taken  care  of  by  funds  appropriated  for  the 
general  improvement. 

7.  The  district  officer  is  of  opinion  that  the  locality  is  worthy  of 
improvement  to  the  extent  of  providing  the  8-foot  channel  via  the 
present  route  through  Sarasota  Bav  and  of  the  3-foot  channel  at  the 
southern  end  of  Little  Sarasota  Bay,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of 
$90,000  and  $3,000  per  year  for  maintenance.  He  prefers  the  pres¬ 
ent  route  through  Sarasota  Bay  to  the  one  to  the  west  on  account  of 
its  lesser  cost;  but  he  recommends  that  the  western  route  be  selected 
if  interested  parties  will  contribute  the  difference  in  cost  of  the  two 
routes,  namely,  $26,000.  The  division  engineer  recommends  the 
Long  Key  Channel,  which  is  preferred  by  the  interests  concerned. 

8.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  for  a  channel  to  con¬ 
nect  Sarasota  city  with  dee])  water  in  Tampa  Bay  there  has  been  an 
important  development  of  agricultural  interests  on  Long  Key. 
Wharves  and  landings  have  been  built,  and  the  boat  line  engaged  in 
traffic  between  Tampa  and  Sarasota  finds  it  necessary  to  stop  at 
these  landings,  although  they  are  not  at  present  on  the  adopted 
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route.  Information  now  in  hand  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  any 
further  expenditures  for  the  improvement  of  this  waterway  should, 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  principal  interests  to  be  affected,  be  applied 
to  the  Long  Key  route.  The  whole  section  of  country  adjacent  is 
developing  rapidly,  creating  an  important  commerce,  and  during  the 
winter  season  the  boat  line  is  patronized  extensively  by  tourists. 
This  service,  as  well  as  the  perishable  freight  handled,  demands  a 
regular  and  dependable  schedule,  which  can  not  be  given  under 
existing  conditions. 

9.  The  commerce  pertaining  to  Little  Sarasota  Bay  is  quite  lim¬ 
ited  in  extent,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  does  not  justify  any 
improvement  there  at  this  time  beyond  that  authorized  by  the  exist¬ 
ing  project.  With  reference  to  Sarasota  Pass,  the  board  reports  that 
the  cost  of  improvement  would  be  out  of  reasonable  proportion  to 
the  benefits  to  be  expected  therefrom;  that  but  little  commerce 
would  be  handled  through  this  pass  if  improved;  and  that  it  is  not 
advisable  for  the  United  States  to  undertake  the  work.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  however,  that  the  commercial  and  navigation 
interests  involved,  present  and  prospective,  are  sufficient  to  justify 
the  United  States  in  undertaking  the  provision  of  a  channel  in  Sara¬ 
sota  Bay  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  100  feet  wide,  by  the  Long 
Key  route,  at  an  estimated  first  cost  of  $92,000  and  $3,000  annually 
for  maintenance.  The  amount  required  for  construction,  $92,000, 
should  be  made  available  in  one  appropriation. 

10.  In  compliance  with  law,  the  board  reports  that  there  are  no 
questions  of  terminal  facilities,  water  power,  or  other  subjects  so 
related  to  the  project  proposed  that  they  may  be  coordinated  there¬ 
with  to  lessen  the  cost  and  compensate  the  Government  for  expend¬ 
itures  made  in  the  interests  of  navigation. 

For  the  board: 

W.  M.  Black, 

Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers , 

Senior  Member  of  the  Board. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  SARASOTA  BAY,  FLA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  December  17,  1912. 

From:  Capt.  J.  It.  Slattery,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

To :  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army 
(Through  the  Division  Engineer). 

Subject:  Preliminary  examination  of  Sarasota  Bay,  Fla. 

1.  In  compliance  with  department  letter  dated  August  3,  1912, 
I  submit  herewith  report  on  preliminary  examination  of  Sarasota 
Bay,  including  Little  Sarasota  Bay  and  Big  Sarasota  Pass,  author¬ 
ized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  July  25,  1912. 

2.  Sarasota  Bay  and  Little  Sarasota  Bay  are  in  reality  shallow 
tidal  sounds  lying  between  the  mainland  of  the  State  of  Florida 
and  the  keys  bordering  the  west  coast,  between  the  entrance  to 
Tampa  Bay  and  Caseys  Pass.  They  form  an  intracoastal  water¬ 
way  38  miles  in  length,  varying  in  width  from  one-fourth  to  3  miles. 
Before  improvement  the  navigation  of  this  waterway  was  hampered 
by  a  number  of  shoals  and  shell  banks  over  which  there  were  limit- 
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ing  depths  of  from  1.2  to  4.3  feet.  A  project  for  the  improvement 
of  Sarasota  Bay  was  adopted  in  1889,  providing  for  a  channel  5  feet 
deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota.  This  project 
was  modified  in  1896  to  provide  also  for  a  channel  3  feet  deep  and 
75  feet  wide  from  Sarasota  to  Caseys  Pass.  The  work  has  pro¬ 
gressed  to  such  an  extent  that  there  now  exists  a  channel  from 
Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  5  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide,  and  from 
Sarasota  to  Caseys  Pass  3  feet  deep  and  nearly  75  feet  wide.  The 
mean  tidal  variation  amounts  to  1.5  feet. 

3.  Sarasota  Pass  is  a  break  in  the  keys  bordering  the  coast,  nearly 
opposite  the  town  of  Sarasota.  It  has  natural  depths  in  it  of  from 
7  to  24  feet.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  very  satisfactory 
information  as  to  how  permanent  the  channel  through  the  pass  is  in 
its  location,  but  from  such  information  as  is  obtainable  it  seems  to  be 
fairly  well  fixed.  From  the  inner  end  of  this  pass  to  Sarasota  the 
depth  varies  from  1  to  20  feet. 

4.  Previous  examinations  and  surveys  have  been  made  as  follows: 


Section  covered. 

Congressional  documents. 

Annual  reports  of 
Chief  of  Engineers. 

House  or 
Senate. 

No. 

Congress. 

Session. 

Year. 

Page. 

Inside  passage  through  Sarasota 
Bay  to  Lemon  Bay.1 

Tampa  Bay  to  Gasparilla  Sound 2 

House . 

. do . 

377 

S49 

Fifty-sixth. . 

Sixty-first... 

First . 

Second . 

1900 

1909 

2055-2065 

1  Contains  maps.  2  No  maps. 


5. 


Those  interested  in  tills  matter,  residing  in  Sarasota,  desire  (1) 
that  the  channels  dredged  through  Longboat  Cut  and  Longbar  Cut  be 
abandoned  and  that  the  natural  channel  from  Cortez  toward  Long¬ 
boat  Inlet  he  continued  southeastward  between  Long  Key  and  Otter 
Island  (also  called  Sister  Key)  to  the  natural  deep  water  west  of 
Longbar  Cut  (the  work  desired  is  indicated  on  accompanying  map  1 
by  broken  lines) ;  (2)  that  the  depth  of  the  channel  from  Tampa  Bay  to 
Sarasota  be  increased  to  8  feet,  and  (3)  that  a  channel  20  feet  in  depth 
be  provided  from  deep  water  in  the  Gulf  through  Sarasota  Pass  to  the 
wharves  at  Sarasota. 

6.  The  increased  depth  between  Tampa  and  Sarasota  is  desired,  so 
as  to  enable  the  boats  now  plying  regularly  between  Tampa  and  Sara¬ 
sota  to  make  this  trip  at  all  stages  of  the  tides.  During  the  winter 
months  low  water  is  frequently  2  feet  below  mean  low  water,  and  high 
water  at  such  tunes  is  only  about  as  high  as  ordinary  mean  low.  These 
conditions  seriously  hamper  the  boats  and  cut  down  seriously  the 
amount  of  passenger  business  that  is  done,  because  of  the  uncertainty 
as  to  boats  being  able  to  get  through  on  anything  like  schedule  time. 

7.  The  abandonment  of  the  present  channel  by  way  of  Longboat 
and  Longbar  Cuts,  and  the  construction  of  a  new  channel  skirting  the 
northern  end  of  Long  Key,  is  desired  because  the  boats  get  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  business  on  Long  Key,  and  the  proposed  new 
channel  would  greatly  facilitate  the  handling  of  this  business. 

8.  Two  arguments  were  presented  in  favor  of  the  20-foot  channel 
through  Sarasota  Pass  and  up  to  the  wharves  at  Sarasota.  One  argu¬ 
ment  was  that  such  an  improvement  would  enable  lumber  to  be 
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brought  into  Sarasota  by  water  directly  from  Louisiana  points, 
which  would  bring  about  a  material  reduction  in  the  local  price  of 
lumber.  It  was  stated  that  the  freight  charges  on  lumber  brought 
into  Sarasota  by  existing  methods  of  transportation  amount  to  $6 
per  thousand  feet.  Local  interests  claim  that  Tampa  is  not  a  good 
lumber  market  and  that  no  material  reduction  in  the  local  cost  of 
lumber  could  be  accomplished  by  shipping  from  Louisiana  points  to 
Tampa  by  Mallory,  and  thence  by  water  to  Sarasota.  The  other  ar¬ 
gument  advanced  was  that  a  fishing  business  amounting  to  $15,000  per 
month  is  done  off  Sarasota  Pass,  all  of  which,  however,  is  now  handled 
through  Tampa  because  of  the  lack  of  water  available  up  to  Sarasota, 
but  would  be  handled  through  Sarasota  if  deep  water  was  available. 
It  is  claimed  that  if  this  business  could  be  diverted  to  Sarasota  it 
would  increase  the  ice  business  in  Sarasota  from  1  ton  to  30  tons  per 
day;  it  would  mean  the  expenditure  of  from  $7,000  to  $10,000  per 
month  for  labor  in  Sarasota,  and  would  save  the  fishing  boats  the 
three-day  trip  now  involved  in  going  to  and  from  Tampa.  The  boats 
engaged  in  this  fishing  business  are  said  to  draw  from  9  to  12  feet. 

9.  There  is  very  little  demand  for  any  further  improvements  in 
Little  Sarasota  Bay.  A  few  persons  desire  the  present  channel  ex¬ 
tended — some  up  Shakit  Creek  to  a  point  a  short  distance  above  the 
highway  bridge  and  about  an  equal  number  up  Currys  Creek  to  the 
highway  bridge.  The  end  of  the  present  channel  and  these  creeks 
through  which  it  is  desired  that  the  channel  be  extended  are  shown 
on  accompanying  maps.1 

10.  Commerce:  There  is  daily  steamboat  service  between  Sarasota 
and  Tampa.  Two  boats,  the  Gen.  J.  B.  Carr  and  the  Sarasota ,  draw¬ 
ing,  respectively,  5  and  oh  feet,  are  engaged  in  this  service.  Points 
along  the  bay  that  are  served  by  this  boat  line  enjoy  freight  rates  to 
Tampa  both  by  rail  and  water  equal  to  about  one-third  the  rate 
charged  by  the  railroad  to  Tampa  from  points  not  situated  on  the 
bay,  but  equal  distance  from  Tampa.  Freight  may  be  shipped  via 
the  Tampa  &  Sarasota  Transportation  Co.,  the  firm  name  of  the 
boat  line,  to  Tampa  and  thence  by  either  rail  or  water  to  Mobile  or 
Xew  Orleans.  The  freight  rate  on  citrus  fruits  from  Sarasota  to  New 
Orleans  or  Mobile  via  the  Tampa  &  Sarasota  Transportation  Co. 
and  the  Mallory  Steamship  Line  is  35  cents  per  crate,  as  opposed  to 
54  cents  per  crate  via  the  Tampa  &  Sarasota  Transportation  Co.  to 
Tampa  and  thence  by  rail  to  these  points.  In  addition  to  boats  of 
the  Tampa  &  Sarasota  Transportation  Co.  there  are  350  power  boats 
operating  in  Sarasota  Bay. 

11.  The  water-borne  commerce  at  Sarasota  during  the  past  year 
is  given  by  the  board  of  trade  as  follows: 


Tons. 

Canned  goods . 10,  000 

Coal . 50 

Drugs .  900 

Fertilizer .  5,  000 

Furniture .  100 

Grain  and  hav .  25,200 

Ice . . .  10,000 

Merchandise .  55,000 

Oranges .  2,  400 

Other  fruits .  1,  200 

Oysters . . .  710 


1  Maps  not  printed. 
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Tons. 

Meat . 10,000 

Bacon .  200 

Cement .  25,  000 

Crate  material .  80,  000 

Drygoods .  11,000 

Fish .  2 

Gasoline .  1,250 

Hardware .  7,  000 

Hides .  25 

Lumber .  1,  890 

Naval  stores .  3,  500 

Vegetables .  1,000 


Total .  251,467 

12.  Sarasota  is  claimed  to  have  a  population  of  2,200,  and  is  the 
distributing  center  for  a  considerable  stretch  of  the  coast  on  either 
side  of  it.  This  portion  of  the  State  is,  however,  very  sparse^ 
settled.  The  Palmer  Florida  Co.  and  the  Sarasota-Venice  Co.  have 
purchased  about  100,000  acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity  and  are  draining 
the  same  and  putting  it  upon  the  market  in  10  and  20  acre  tracts. 
They  are  also  constructing  roads  and  taking  other  steps  looking  to  the 
development  of  the  country.  These  companies  are  practically  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Potter  Palmer  estate,  and  through  their  efforts  a 
material  development  is  to  be  expected.  The  keys  along  the  coast 
form  ideal  sites  for  winter  residences,  of  which  quite  a  number  have 
already  been  built,  and  are  also  quite  fertile.  A  considerable  acreage 
on  these  keys  is  now  under  cultivation,  and  10,000  crates  of  vege¬ 
tables  were  shipped  from  them  during  the  past  year. 

13.  The  water-borne  commerce  of  Sarasota  is  believed  to  be  a  fair 
measure  of  the  commercial  importance  of  that  portion  of  the  improve¬ 
ment  between  Sarasota  and  Tampa  Bay.  The  figures  given  by  the 
Sarasota  Board  of  Trade,  however,  are  believed  to  considerably  exag¬ 
gerate  this  commerce.  The  item  10,000  tons  of  meat,  for  example, 
is  believed  to  be  gross  exaggeration  and  likewise  the  item  80,000 
tons  of  crate  material.  Sarasota  is  not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief,  a  shipping  point  for  cattle,  and  under  the  circumstances 
the  handling  of  10,000  tons  of  meat  at  this  point  is  incredible.  The 
reported  amount  of  crate  material  so  greatly  exceeds  the  other  lumber 
business  of  the  place,  and  also  the  fruit  and  vegetable  shipments,  that 
I  can  not  credit  it,  never  having  heard  of  this  locality  as  engaging 
extensively  in  the  production  of  crate  material.  1  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  100,000  tons  would  be  a  very  liberal  estimate  of  the 
water-borne  commerce  of  this  locality,  and  I  can  not  understand  how 
any  greater  amount  than  this  would  be  handled,  since  most  of  it  is 
carried  in  the  two  boats  of  the  Tampa  &  Sarasota  Transportation  Co. 

14.  If  deep  water  were  provided  through  the  pass  it  is  claimed 
that  6,000  tons  of  lumber  would  be  brought  in  this  way  annually 
and  that  a  large  number  of  fishing  boats  would  also  use  it.  It  is 
also  the  belief  of  business  men  of  Sarasota  that,  if  such  an  improve¬ 
ment  were  made,  direct  steamship  communications  could  be  estab¬ 
lished  between  Sarasota,  eastern  and  Gulf  points,  which  would  result 
in  a  great  growth  for  Sarasota.  The  manager  of  the  lands  controlled 
by  the  Potter  Palmer  estate  regards  this  improvement  of  the  utmost 
importance. 

15.  That  portion  of  the  State  tributary  to  Little  Sarasota  Bay  is 
even  less  developed  than  the  country  along  Sarasota  Bay.  Until 
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the  extension  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad  to  Venice  a  short 
time  ago,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  get  produce  to  market  from 
this  territory.  Nevertheless,  a  number  of  orange  and  grapefruit 
groves  are  under  cultivation  and  some  fine  fruit  is  produced.  There 
are  no  towns  along  Little  Sarasota  Bay.  The  so-called  town  of 
Venice  at  the  present  time  consists  merely  of  a  store,  convict  camp, 
and  one  or  two  other  houses.  The  conductor  on  the  railroad  train 
did  not  even  know  that  this  particular  stop  was  known  as  Venice. 
There  is  a  freight  platform  there,  but  no  name  is  on  it.  In  con¬ 
sidering  the  best  point  at  which  to  terminate  this  channel,  therefore, 
no  consideration  need  be  given  the  so-called  Venice. 

16.  Persons  residing  on  the  south  side  of  Currys  Creek  desire  the 
channel  extended  up  this  creek  so  that  the}"  can  be  saved  the  long 
detour  now  involved  in  reaching  the  wharf  at  Venice.  The  only 
reason  they  are  compelled  to  come  to  this  point,  however,  is  the  lack 
of  roads  to  points  lower  down  on  Currys  Creek.  Just  as  good  water 
is  available  up  to  the  landing  of  the  Sarasota  Venice  Co.  as  up  to 
the  landing  at  Venice. 

17.  The  commerce  of  Venice  and  vicinitv,  which  is  the  locality 
that  would  be  most  benefited  by  further  improvements  in  this 
locality,  during  the  last  year  was  about  as  follows: 


Tons. 

Cattle,  450  head .  68 

Crate  material .  1 

Eggs,  96  cases . 

Fertilizer .  120 

Grain . 1 

Citrus  fruit .  270 

Hardware .  1 

Hay .  1 

Naval  stores .  3,  000 


Total .  3,462 


Little,  if  any,  of  this  commerce  is  water-borne  at  the  present  time. 

18.  The  operations  of  the  Sarasota  Venice  Co.  will  probably  result 
in  considerable  development  along  Little  Sarasota  Bay.  At  the 
present  tune  the  land  is  covered  with  valuable  timber.  The  land  is 
well  adapted  to  raising  citrus  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  is  said  to 
be  underlain  with  valuable  phosphate  deposits,  particularly  along 
the  streams.  There  is  attached  hereto  a  copy1  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
L.  J.  Knight,  an  old  resident  of  the  section,  relating  to  the  possibili¬ 
ties  of  the  country. 

The  channel  through  Little  Sarasota  Bay  will  probably  have  the 
same  effect  on  freight  rates  from  points  situated  on  it  that  the  chan¬ 
nel  through  Sarasota  Bay  has  had  on  freight  rates  from  points 
located  on  that  body  of  water. 

19.  There  are  numerous  landings  on  Sarasota  Bay  and  a  few  on 
Little  Sarasota  Bay.  Except  the  pier  at  Sarasota,  these  landings  are 
all  private,  being  intended  merely  to  handle  produce  from  or  sup¬ 
plies  for  residents  on  the  land  where  they  are  located.  The  pier  at 
Sarasota  is  owned  by  the  town  but  is  leased  to  the  Tampa  &  Sarasota 
Transportation  Co.  At  the  present  time,  all  boats  desiring  to  do  so 
are  permitted  to  use  this  pier  without  charge.  There  is  no  physical 
connection  between  the  railroad  and  any  of  the  landings  along  Sara¬ 
sota  Bay. 


1  Not  printed. 
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20.  Sarasota  Bay  is  worthy  of  further  improvement  by  the  United 
States  to  the  extent  of  deepening  the  5-foot  channel  to  8  feet  and 
changing  the  location  of  the  channel  in  the  vicinity  of  Long  Key  as 
heretofore  outlined,  provided  further  investigation  does  not  show 
prohibitive  amounts  of  rock  to  be  removed. 

21.  While  it  seems  that  a  deep  channel  dredged  through  Sarasota 
Pass  would  probably  stand  without  the  assistance  of  jetties,  which 
would  make  it  possible  to  secure  such  a  channel  for  a  comparatively 
small  sum,  if  Government  plant  were  used  to  do  the  dredging,  the 
water  transportation  facilities  that  will  be  available  if  the  present 
channel  through  Sarasota  Bay  is  deepened  to  8  feet  will  be  so  good 
as  to  reasonably  provide  for  the  needs  of  this  locality  and  present  and 
reasonably  prospective  navigation.  It  is  very  problematical  whether 
steamships  coidd  be  induced  to  call  at  Sarasota  for  such  business  as 
could  be  offered  them  if  a  20-foot  channel  were  constructed,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  saving  that  could  be  effected  in  freight  charges  if 
they  did  stop  would  be  sufficient  to  warrant  this  improvement. 
Furthermore,  a  20-foot  channel  would  not  be  sufficient  for  most  of 
the  ships  that  now  pass  this  locality,  so  that  the  securing  of  such  a 
channel  would  be  only  a  step  in  the  direction  of  obtaining  a  deeper 
channel.  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  away  from  the  idea  that  this 
deep  channel  by  way  of  Sarasota  Pass  is  desired  more  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exploiting  real  estate  than  for  the  purpose  of  navigation.  I 
am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  Sarasota  Pass  is  not  worthy  of 
improvement  by  the  United  States  at  the  present  time. 

22.  The  present  commerce  to  be  actually  benefited  by  the  further 
improvement  of  Little  Sarasota  Bay  is  so  small  as  to  warrant  very 
little  work,  but  the  possibilities  of  this  territory  are  so  great  and  the 
chances  of  development  in  the  near  future  so  good  that  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  that  the  depth  of  existing  channels  be  in¬ 
creased  to  6  feet  and  the  width  to  100  feet  if  there  were  the  least 
demand  for  such  improvement.  There  is  no  established  town  near 
the  end  of  the  present  improved  channel,  and  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
determine  just  where  this  channel  should  end.  The  best  location  for 
a  shipping  point,  however,  would  be  at  the  point  where  the,  railroad 
crosses  one  of  these  creeks.  I  believe  this  locality  worthy  of  improve¬ 
ment  by  the  United  States  to  the  extent  of  deepening  the  present 
channel  to  6  feet,  widening  it  to  100  feet,  and  continuing  it  up  Currys 
Creek  to  the  point  where  the  creek  is  crossed  by  the  railroad. 

23.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  demand  at  the  present  time 
for  deeper  water  in  the  channel  already  constructed,  there  is  no  need 
of  considering  this  portion  of  the  work  just  now. 

24.  It  is  recommended  that  a  survey  be  made  to  ascertain  the  cost 
of  deepening  the  channel  through  Sarasota  Bay  to  8  feet  and  extend¬ 
ing  the  channel  through  Little  Sarasota  Bay  from  Caseys  Pass  to  the 
point  where  the  railroad  crosses  Currys  Creek. 

25.  No  projects  for  the  development  of  water  power  nor  for  drain¬ 
age  or  reclamation  could  be  coordinated  with  a  project  for  the 
improvement  of  this  waterway  in  the  interests  of  navigation. 

26.  Notice  of  adverse  report  in  the  matter  of  the  proposed  improve¬ 
ment  of  Sarasota  Pass  has  been  sent  to  the  persons  whose  names 
appear  on  list  attached  hereto.  Copy  of  notice  1  is  also  attached. 

J.  R.  Slattery. 


1  Not  printed. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Division  Engineer,  Southeast  Division, 

December  24,  1912 . 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineeks: 

1.  I  think  this  project  is  sufficiently  promising  to  justify  a  survey 
to  ascertain  its  cost. 

2.  It  seems  probable  that  the  improvement  recommended  will  not 
go  further  than  the  deepening  of  the  channel  through  Sarasota  Bay 
and  thence  through  Little  Sarasota  from  Caseys  Pass  to  the  point  of 
the  railroad  crossing,  but  as  long  as  a  survey  is  to  be  made  I  think 
the  question  of  the  cost  of  the  deep  channel  might  be  looked  into. 

Dan  C.  Kingman, 

Colonel ,  Corps  o  f  Engineers . 


[Third  indorsement.] 

Boaed  of  Engineees  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 

'May  12,  1913. 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

For  reasons  stated  herein  and  based  on  information  obtained  at 
a  public  hearing  at  Sarasota  and  from  a  personal  inspection  of  the 
locality  by  a  committee  of  the  board  on  April  12,  1913,  the  board 
concurs  with  the  district  officer  and  the  division  engineer  to  the 
extent  of  recommending  the  authorization  of  a  survey  and  estimate 
of  cost  for  a  channel  from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  town  of  Sarasota  8  feet 
deep  and  100  feet  wide,  both  by  the  present  channel  and  also  by  the 
cut  between  Long  Key  and  Otter  Island  suggested  within,  in  order 
to  determine  the  advisability  of  the  improvement. 

For  the  board: 

Wm.  T.  Rossell, 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Senior  Member  o  f  the  Board . 


SURVEY  OF  SARASOTA  BAY,.  FLA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  November  13,  1913. 
From:  The  District  Engineer  Officer. 

To:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  LTnited  States  Army. 

Subject:  Report  on  Survey  of  Sarasota  Bay,  Fla. 

1.  In  compliance  with  department  letter  dated  May  16,  1913,  the 
following  report  is  submitted  on  the  survey  of  Sarasota  and  Little 
Sarasota  Bays,  together  with  a  map  based  on  this  survey. 

2.  The  survey  work  was  limited  to  taking  soundings  and  borings 
in  that  portion  of  Sarasota  Bay  wherL  work  would  be  necessary  in 
order  to  secure  an  8-foot  channel  from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  town  of 
Sarasota  and  in  that  portion  of  Little  Sarasota  and  Roberts  Bays 
where  work  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  extend  the  3-foot  channel, 
now  existing  through  Little  Sarasota  Bay,  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
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Railroad.  Current  observations  were  taken  in  Longboat  and  Long- 
bar  Cuts  and  along  the  alternative  route  near  Long  Key.  These 
current  observations  indicated  that  the  currents  would  follow  the 
latter  route  much  more  nearly  than  they  do  the  Longboat  and  Long- 
bar  Cuts.  Notwithstanding  the  cross  currents  in  these  cuts,  how¬ 
ever,  the  work  has  stood  remarkably  well  and  it  is  probable  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  deeper  channels  along 
the  old  route. 

3.  Estimates  have  been  prepared  for  8-foot  and  7-foot  channels 
from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  town  of  Sarasota,  both  by  way  of  Longboat 
and  Longbar  Cuts  and  also  by  way  of  the  alternative  route  near 
Long  Key,  and  likewise  for  extending  the  3-foot  channel  up  Roberts 
Bay  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad.  These  estimates  are  as 
follows : 

Estimated  cost  of  channel  8  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide ,  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town  via 

old  route.  ( Longboat  and  Longbar  Cuts.) 


Dredging  343,000  cubic  yards  soft  material  at  12  cents .  $41, 160 

Dredging  18,800  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 .  37,  600 

78,  760 

Emergency  and  contingencies  about  9  per  cent .  7,  240 

Total .  86,000 


Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 

Estimated  cost  of  channel  8  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide,  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town  via 

channel  near  Long  Key. 


Dredging  500,000  cubic  yards  soft  material,  at  12  cents .  $60,  000 

Dredging  21,000  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 .  42,  000 

102, 000 

Emergency  and  contingencies,  about  10  per  cent .  10,  000 

Total .  112,000 

Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 


Estimated  cost  of  channel  7  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide,  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town  via 

old  route.  ( Longboat  and  Longbar  Cuts.) 


Dredging  172,000  cubic  yards  soft  material,  at  12  cents .  $20,  640 

Dredging  4,600  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $3 .  13,  800 

34,  440 

Emergency  and  contingencies  about  10  per  cent .  3,  560 

Total .  38,000 

Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 


Estimated  cost  of  channel  7  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide,  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town  via 

channel  near  Long  Key. 


Dredging  450,000  cubic  yards  soft  material  at  12  cents .  $54,  000 

Dredging  15,000  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 .  30,  000 

84, 000 

Emergency  and  contingencies  about  10  per  cent .  8,  000 

Total .  92,000 


Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 
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Estimated  cost  of  channel  S  feet  deep  and  75  feet  wide  from  Caseys  Pass  up  Roberts  Bay  to 

the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad. 


Dredging  23,000  cubic  yards  soft  material,  at  15  cents .  $3,  450 

Emergency  and  contingencies  about  15  per  cent .  550 

Total . . .  4,  000 


No  special  estimate  for  maintenance  is  considered  necessary  for  this 
short  stretch  of  work,  as  it  would  be  readily  cared  for  by  funds  for 
maintaining  the  other  portion  of  the  improvement. 

4.  The  item  given  in  each  case  for  maintenance  ($3,000)  is  the 
same  as  the  estimated  cost  of  maintaining  existing  channels,  and  is 
intended  to  cover  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  channel  through  Little 
Sarasota  Bay  and  its  proposed  extension  through  Roberts  Bay,  as 
well  as  the  proposed  deeper  channel  in  Sarasota  Bay. 

5.  The  above  estimates  are  based  on  doing  this  work  with  the 
light-draft  Government  dredge  already  authorized  for  work  on  this 
coast. 

6.  The  deepening  of  the  existing  5-foot  channel  from  Tampa  Bay 
to  Sarasota  Bay  is  desired  so  as  to  enable  boats  drawing  approxi¬ 
mately  5  and  5J  feet  to  reach  Sarasota  without  delay  at  all  stages  of 
low  tide,  which  during  the  winter  is  frequently  2  feet  below  mean  low 
water.  This  would  necessitate  a  depth  of  8  feet.  It  is  desired  that 
the  proposed  deeper  channel  follow  a  location  near  Long  Key,  instead 
of  Longboat  and  Longbar  Cuts,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  existing 
steamboat  line  in  getting  freight  from  the  key.  The  extension  of 
the  3-foot  channel  through  Roberts  Bay  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Railroad  is  desired  so  as  to  enable  small  launches  drawing  not  more 
than  2  \  feet  to  navigate  this  part  of  the  waterway,  and  the  depth  of 
3  feet  has  been  adopted  for  that  purpose. 

7.  The  locality  is  believed  to  be  worthy  of  improvement  to  the 
extent  of  providing  an  8-foot  channel  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay 
to  Sarasota  town,  by  way  of  Longboat  and  Longbar  Cuts,  and  of 
providing  a  3-foot  channel  75  feet  wide  from  Caseys  Pass  through 
Roberts  Bay  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railroad  at  a  total  estimated 
cost  of  $90,000.  The  increased  cost  of  constructing  a  channel  near 
Long  Key  ($26,000)  is  not  considered  warranted  by  the  commerce 
involved,  but  it  is  recommended  that  this  location  be  authorized  in 
lieu  of  the  one  by  way  of  Longboat  and  Longbar  Cuts,  provided  the 
sum  of  $26,000  is  contributed  toward  the  cost  of  the  improvement  by 
local  interests. 

8.  Annual  appropriations  of  $22,500  should  be  provided,  so  as  to 
enable  the  Government  plant  contemplated  to  be  used  in  the  work  to 
work  continuously,  except  when  called  elsewhere  for  urgent  mainte¬ 
nance  work,  and  to  complete  the  improvement  in  four  years. 

J.  R.  Slattery, 

Major ,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[For  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  on 
survey  see  page  3.] 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  ON  SARASOTA  BAY,  FLA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Jacksonville ,  Fla.,  January  29,  191 J+. 
From:  The  District  Engineer  Officer. 

To :  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army 
(Through  the  Division  Engineer). 

Subject:  Supplemental  estimates  in  connection  with  report  on  survey 
of  Sarasota  Bay,  Fla. 

1.  Complying  with  instructions  contained  in  first  indorsement  on 
letter  of  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  dated  December 
3,  1913,  on  the  above  subject,  I  submit  the  following  supplemental 
estimates  for  channels  7  and  8  feet  deep,  along  the  lines  indicated  by 
the  board. 

Estimated  cost  of  channel  8  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town 

via  Longboat  Cut  and  Line  A-B. 


Dredging  614,000  cubic  yards  soft  material,  at  12  cents . $73,  680 

Dredging  10,400  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 .  20,  800 

Superintendence  and  contingencies,  about  10  per  cent .  9,  520 


Total .  104,000 


Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 

Estimated  cost  of  channel  8  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town 

via  Longboat  Cut  and  Line  A-C. 


Dredging  555,000  cubic  yards  soft  material,  at  12  cents .  $66,  600 

Dredging  10,400  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 .  20,  800 

Superintendence  and  contingencies,  about  10  per  cent .  8,  600 


Total .  96,000 


Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 

Estimated  cost  of  channel  7  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town 

via  Longboat  Cut  and  Line  A-B. 


Dredging  428,000  cubic  yards  soft  material,  at  12  cents .  $51,  360 

Dredging  4,000  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $3 .  12,  000 

Superintendence  and  contingencies,  about  10  per  cent .  6,  340 


Total .  69,700 


Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 

Estimated  cost  of  channel  7  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota  town 

via  Longboat  Cut  and  Line  A-C. 


Dredging  378,000  cubic  yards  soft  material,  at  12  cents .  $45,  360 

Dredging  4,000  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $3 .  12,  000 

Superintendence  and  contingencies,  about  10  per  cent .  5,  740 


Total .  63,100 


Maintenance,  $3,000  per  year. 

2.  The  channel  which  has  heretofore  been  under  improvement 
follows  approximately  the  direction  and  location  of  the  principal  natu¬ 
ral  channel  before  improvement  was  begun,  as  shown  in  House  Docu¬ 
ment  No.  51,  Fifty-first  Congress,  first  session.  At  that  time,  except 
at  Longbar  Cut,  a  satisfactory  natural  channel  existed  along  this 
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Ime,  leading  out  west  of  Sisters  Keys  to  Longboat  Inlet-  and  tWa 

nitf  ?f  Sisters  Ke^ys,  as  nol,  crossed  b’y  the  Enel 

B  and  A  C  indicated  by  the  board.  Borings  show  this  shoal  to 
be  entirely  sand  to  a  depth  of  8  feet  and  more  These  facts  lead1  tn 
the  behef  that  the  existing  cuts  will  maintain  themselves  as  well  as 
would  a  cut  along  either  of  the  lines  A-B  and  A-C-  and  this  heinv 

it  dies  not  lead  tmtC  Wilg/  ^oreovOTtCtotto8*^™61^8'11^ 
several  vessels  have  been  agroundlhere  ’  “  “  “  r°ck’  and 

one  maintaining  a  ?-egula”ce!  L  as  foTows  :  ^  the  °"ly 

^  Gen^riw  S  vaCedat  *18"  “  $15’°00- 

ffi^.a,irshprob!uy  so°n  be 

Wharf  49  acrefa^e  under cul Son  At  Vaul cZ^  °Tys 

2,000  crates  were  shipped  this  seaso they expec To HS  ^ 
next  season.  Farther  nn  th*  1 rmr  L  /  y  t0  slllP  MOO  crates 

extensive  improvlmentshre  nZl  i  fC  H  400  acres  011  which 

83  lk~  -  fis  ftasss- 

W.  B.  Ladtje, 

Mayor,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

I  Office  Division  Engineer,  Southeast  Division, 

fTo  the  Chief  of  Engineers:  February  llt  191^.. 

nay  letter  of  January  30  to 

2.  In  view  of  the  condi  tin?  tM0  and  ^companying  map.1 
•  mg  conclusions  appear  warranted  “  thuS  deTeloPed’  the  follow- 

local  intereste"'6  °f  the  Pr6Sent  Pr°iect  is  entire]y  unsatisfactory  to 

l°ngb0at  Cut  at  least. 
de*lred  by  loca!  interests  be  adopted8’  reCommend  that  the  channel 

[luestionati;61  A  TT  S 
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the  Government  is  prepared  to  maintain  and  possibly  improve  with¬ 
out  it,  is  shown  to  be  unsuited  to  growing  needs  and  abandoned  in 
part  on  that  account,  would  hardly  seem  to  be  a  case  where  such 
cooperation  is  evidently  advisable.  I  recommend,  therefore,  that 
local  cooperation  be  not  included. 

W.  C.  Langfitt, 

Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers. 
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House  Ooc.  No.  8/V\  63d  Cong.,  2d  Sess. 
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